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Important Dates 
January 18: PA Day (no school) 
February 1: PA Day (no school) 
 
 

Winter Break! 
December 24 to January 4 

(No School) 

 
 
 

From Your Administrative Team! 
 
We trust that everyone had a restful and enjoyable holiday. January 
is a month of renewal and optimism. A time to look forward and set 
goals. At Walter Scott PS we will be continuing to focus on student 
voice- where students are encouraged to reflect upon their own 
needs as learners and make plans for improvement both in their 
learning and in the school.  
 

 
 
Thank you for joining us at the Winter Celebration on December 
13th.  It was a wonderful night of musical fun.  Thank you to all the 
staff, students who organized, decorated and inspired creativity. 
Thank you families for being a fabulous audience! 
 
 
Your partners in learning, 
 
 
Andrea Welburn          Janine Franklin 
Principal                      Vice-Principal 
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Message From Our Trustee 
  
Welcome back. I hope everyone is feeling refreshed following the winter break, and that you had a happy 
and safe holiday season. While the weather may be colder, I also hope that you had time to enjoy this 
beautiful season in Ontario. 
  
It is my honour to serve as your school board trustee and to uphold the values of York 
Region District School Board. The new Board of Trustees was sworn in on December 
3, following the October municipal elections. Together, we look forward to moving 
forward the four priorities outlined in the Trustees’ Multi-Year Strategic Plan: 

● Foster well-being and mental health  
● Build collaborative relationships 
● Champion equity and inclusivity 
● Empower ethical leadership 

  
There are a lot of exciting things happening in our schools and classrooms to foster 
and support student well-being and mental health. Ask your child what’s happening in their school, and how 
they take care of themselves. As adults, we often focus on the health and well-being of the children in our 
lives, but it’s also essential that we take care of ourselves. Taking time to do the things we enjoy and nurture 
our own health is also important and helps to model a healthy and active lifestyle for our children. 
 
An important part of my role as a trustee is to listen, and I look forward to connecting with members of our 
school community in the coming weeks and months. We will continue working to build collaborative 
relationships with our communities and to keep you informed about the things happening in the school 
board. I wish you all the best as we enter 2019.  
  
Corrie McBain 
Board Chair 
Trustee – Richmond Hill Wards 1, 2 and 4 

French Immersion 
Information sessions for the French 
Immersion (FI) program will take place 
at French Immersion schools on 
January 17, 2019 at 7 p.m. FI.  In 
order to streamline the registration 
process, parents or guardians of 
Senior Kindergarten students entering 
Grade 1 in 2018, and wishing to enrol 
in the FI Program, can visit or call their 
home school office (where your child 
currently attends) and request an 
Office Index Card - short version. The 
Office Index Card must be signed by 
the principal of the home school. 
Parents or guardians then take this 
form, along with one piece of 
identification showing their address to 
your designated French Immersion 
school to register between January 18 
and February 8, 2018.  

Attention Intermediate Students! 
 

 

 

Bayview Secondary School Parent Information Night 
Bayview S.S. will be hosting a parent information evening on January 
23rd, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. to support students in their transition to high 
school.  For more information visit their website.  
 
Alexander Mackenzie H.S. held an information evening in November 2017. 
Additional information can be obtained from their school website or by 
contacting the high school office.  
 
In addition, staff from both high schools will be coming to meet with the 
Grade 8 students to plan for high school. 
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Kindergarten  Registration:  January 18, 2019 
  

Kindergarten Registration commences on January 18, 2019 for the 2019-2020 school year through EDSBY. 
  
Online Kindergarten Registration 
  
Kindergarten registration for September 2019 begins January 18 for the 
2019-20 school year.  This year, our school is excited to be one of the 
pilot schools in the Board offering online registration for Kindergarten. 
  
Children who turn four or five years old during 2019, live within the school 
boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be 
eligible to register for kindergarten. 
  
If you, or someone you know, is registering a child for Kindergarten at our 
school, you can access the online registration information at 
bit.ly/KindergartenYRDSB. Please return to this page for the online registration 
link on or after January 18. Please note that for this pilot, a laptop or desktop computer is strongly 
recommended, rather than a mobile device.  
 
Families are still welcome to register in person in the school office.  Registration forms are available on the 
Board’s website at www.yrdsb.ca. 

***Medication Alert*** 
If your child requires medication (e.g., inhaler, Epi-pen), please bring it to the office 
immediately or call the office to let us know you are sending it with your child.  It is important 
that these medications are on hand and available to your child in the event of an 
emergency.  We also need to complete the required documentation for the administration of 
the medication.  You can pick the form up from the office, or we will send it home to you.  
 Any medications sent to school must be stored at the school office.   

Winter Recess 
We carefully monitor the weather conditions,      
consulting Environment Canada’s Weather    
Information Service and then decide when it is        
appropriate for students and staff to be       
outdoors. Please remember that staff are      
always outdoors with students at recess to       
monitor local conditions in our school yard.  
When temperatures or wind chill reach -20       
degrees Celsius, we consider an indoor routine       
for recess. When temperatures or the wind chill        
reach -18 or -19 degrees Celsius, we consider a         
shortened outdoor routine for recess. Students      
are reminded to dress in EVERYTHING sent       
from home. Staff also watch and remind students to zip up jackets and put on hats and boots as students                    
make their way outdoors.  

Engagement Assembly 
Thank you to Mr. Quanbury and his grade 6 class and Ms. Park and her grade 7/8 students for sharing the 
value of engagement!  What a fabulous assembly to close the 2018 school year.  Congratulations to all our 
award winners.  

 

http://bit.ly/KindergartenYRDSB
http://bit.ly/KindergartenYRDSB
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/


Mathematics! 
 
Here is a list of questions you can ask to support your child’s mathematical thinking:  
 

● How did you solve the problem?  
● What did you do? 
● What strategy did you use? 
● How did you estimate what the answer could be? 
● What would happen if …? 
● Tell me what is the same? What is different?  
● How do you know? 
● How do you know your/our answer is reasonable? 
● Would this work every time? Can you/we think of any examples that don’t work? 
● Have you/we found all the possibilities? How do you/we know? 

 
 
 
Primary/Junior - Math Before Bed  
On Math Before Bed there are a variety of images that promote 
mathematical thinking. Show your child an image and ask them 
“what do you notice? what are you wondering about?”. This 
promotes mathematical thinking - and then you can have them 
investigate one of their wonderings and come up with a solution. 
What a great time to ask them the questions above to really 
uncover what they are thinking!!  

● What do you notice? 
● What do you wonder? 

 
 
 
 
 
Junior/Intermediate - Would You Rather Math 
On this site, there are a variety of scenarios that your 
child will be able to make a choice and use reasoning 
skills to justify their mathematical thinking.  
 
Whichever option is chosen, justify your reasoning with 
math! 
http://www.wouldyourathermath.com/  
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What is Arts Camp? 
 
For over thirty years, on the shores of 
a private lake in the Haliburton 
Highlands, Camp White Pine hosts a 
unique yearly camp for York Region 
District School Board students. Arts 
Camp is an intensive one-week 
immersion in performance-based and 
product- generating art programs and 
experiences. To ensure the student 
experience is memorable, dynamic 
and fun, teachers, local and regional 
artists as well as student counsellors 
plan and facilitate amazing art 
programs and support a unique, 
inclusive environment for campers. 
250 students ranging from Grade 7 to 
Grade 12 from across York Region 
attend morning and afternoon arts-based programs augmented by other daily workshops and activities.  The 
week-long camp culminates in an on-site Art Show/Gallery Tour and Performance Night.  
 
When is it? 
May 25th to June 1st, 2019 
  
Where is it held?  
Camp White Pine, Haliburton, ON  (Transportation is offered for a fee.) 
 
Who can apply? 
Students in Grades 7-12 who are registered in a York Region District School Board school. 
 
There is no limit to the number of student applications submitted from an individual school provided that each student 
applicant has met the following 4 criteria: 

●      Student demonstrates positive character in the school; 
●      Student does not show significant behavioural concerns in the school; 
●      Student would benefit from an arts program in an inclusive community; and 
●      Student is prepared and mature enough to spend a week away from home. 

  
Students require parental/guardian consent as well as the endorsement of a teacher and school administrator to apply 
for a Camper. 
 
Questions? 
For support with your application and the online form, please contact a Camp Director:  Monica Wand 
(monica.wand@yrdsb.ca) or Rob Cotey (robert.cotey@yrdsb.ca).  
For questions about fees, transportation and other registration information, please contact Lori Tant 
(lori.tant@yrdsb.ca). 
 
Please connect with Ms. Welburn or Ms. Franklin if this is something your child is interested in.  
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School  Bus  Cancellation  Notice 
  
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be           
cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures and/or        
poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should          
develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
  
Since some busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation         
decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to communicate            
this message to bus drivers. Cancellation decisions will only be          
made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school          
bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several          
factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and        
weather forecast. 
  
Please note the following; 

● A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis                 
will not operate. 

● When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and              
rescheduled. 

● Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
● School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not affecting all municipalities in York                

Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs. Students            
attending these programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several           
municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone               
methodology. 

● Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport              
their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If buses are cancelled in the                   
morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents               
will require the same transportation home. 

  
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00                 
a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
  

● RADIO: 590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM                    
92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1FM 104.5 FM                     
100.7 FM 105.9 107.1 FM 

● TELEVISION:  CITY TV CTV Barrie CTV Toronto CP24 GLOBAL NEWS 
  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001,              
or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter. 
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January 2019 
 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

    1 
 
WINTER  

2 
 
VACATION 

3 
 
(no school) 

4 
 
(no school) 

5 
 

6  7              Day 1 
 
♦Eastern 
Christmas 
 

 
 

8            Day 2 
 

Inspiration 
Republic 

Workshops 
Gr. 5 & 6 

 
Pizza Day 

Popcorn $2  
 
 

9             Day 3 
 

Inspiration 
Republic 

Workshops 
Gr. 5 & 6 

10            Day 4 
 

Popcorn $2 
 
 

11              Day 5 
 
 
 

 
 

12 

13  14            Day 1 
 

Jr. Volleyball 
Tournament  

15            Day 2 
 

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2 

 
 

16           Day 3 
 

 
 

17            Day 4 
 

Popcorn $2 
 
 

  

18   
 

PA DAY 
(no school) 

 

19 

20  21             Day 5 
 

 
 
 

22           Day 1 
 

Pizza Day 
Popcorn $2 

 
 

23           Day 2 
 

Area Junior 
Volleyball 

Tournament 

24           Day 3 
 

Popcorn $2 
 
 

25           Day 4 
 

 

26 

27  28            Day 5 29             Day 1   
   
 

30            Day 2 
 
 

 

31             Day 3 
 

Celebration 
Assembly 
8:45a.m. 

 
 

February 1 
 

PA Day  
(no school) 

 
 

 

 

 


